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NOTES AND NEWS 
Alfred Fouillee 



Alfred Fouillee, who died at Lyons on July 16 at the age of seventy- 
five years, was born at La Poueze in the Department of Maine-et-Loire. 
He never attended a university, and was, in respect of his higher studies, 
self-educated. At the age of thirty, after having acted as schoolmaster 
in various small provincial schools, he was appointed to a post in the 
Lycee of Bordeaux, where he very shortly acquired a great reputation as 
an eloquent teacher of philosophy. In 1879 considerations of health 
obliged him to abandon teaching as a profession, and he devoted himself 
to philosophic writing. He published a very large number of books, some 
of which have not been without considerable influence on modern thought. 
Among them are " Liberte et Determinisme " ; " Critique des Systemes 
de Morale Contemporaine " ; " L'Avenir de la Metaphysique " ; " La Psy- 
chologie des Idees Forces " ; and " La Morale des Idees Forces." The 
ruling element in Fouillee's philosophical ideas was a reaction against the 
positivism which reigned in France under the influence of Taine from 
about 1860 to the close of the last century. As opposed to the positivist 
school, he denied that the feelings were the sole inspirers of action, and 
maintained that ideas in their purest form were likewise a force which 
could and did produce action. His theory of " 1'idee force " was entirely 
opposed to determinism, and in this connexion he uttered his famous 
aphorism, " La volonte n'est ni determinee ni indeterminee ; elle est 
determinante." He explicitly traversed the theory in both speculative 
and imaginative literature that character and action are solely or even 
chiefly the result of circumstances, and that a human life is, as it were, 
a mere thread in the web of time. He strongly asserted the freedom of 
the will and its capability of being formed and directed by the influence 
of ideas. 

In later years he devoted himself to the study of sociology, a subject 
which had always interested him, and he published successively " Psychol- 
ogie du Peuple Frangais " ; " Esquisse Psychologique des Peuples Euro- 
peans " ; " Elements Soeiologiques de la Morale " ; and " Le Socialisme et 
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la Sociologie Beformiste." Unlike some contemporary French psycholo- 
gists — eminent among their number M. Paul Bourget — he was essentially 
a liberal in polities, since he considered, first, that the diversity of mod- 
ern opinion due to the extension of education and the complexity of civil- 
ization precluded anything like intellectual uniformity; and, secondly, 
that no man of intellect could be a patriot in a country which prevented 
liim from thinking, speaking, writing, and teaching in accordance with 
the dictates of his conscience. Liberalism he interpreted, however, as 
respect for the rights of others, and as the determination to " sacrifice 
our own passions to the rights of others." He did not follow with any 
sympathy the dawn of the modern philosophy which calls itself prag- 
matism. He is said to have expressed his willingness to go back to 
Plato, but not to Plotinus. 

Fouillee was a member of the Academie des Sciences Morales et 
Politiques, which in 1867 had given its imprimatur to his essays on the 
philosophy of Plato and of Socrates. 

Dr. Arnold Euge, editor of Die Philosophie der Qegenwart is anxious 
to secure the cooperation of all students of philosophy in his important 
undertaking. In order that the work may be established on the firmest 
possible foundation it is necessary that a number of constant subscribers 
be secured. These being obtained it will be possible to make an advan- 
tageous agreement with the publisher for a number of years, which in 
turn will allow the present low subscription price to continue. The suc- 
cess of the undertaking should be a matter of concern for all philosophers 
and this success can be assured if subscribers are secured. The price of 
the annual is not to exceed $3.75. Dr. Euge requests, also, that all 
writers on philosophical subjects send a brief statement, not exceeding 
four or five printed lines, of the contents of their philosophical publica- 
tions during the past and current year. The statement should describe 
some characteristic feature of the work and should be accompanied by 
any reviews of it that have appeared in philosophical journals. If the 
work itself is sent, the whole or a part of the table of contents will be 
reprinted. Only articles whose philosophical or scientific character is 
beyond doubt can be included in the pages of the review, but it is hoped 
that all schools of thought will be represented. Specimen copies which 
are unsuited for the purposes of the review will be returned to the sender, 
the others, forming an international collection, will be deposited in the 
Library of the Philosophical Seminar at Heidelberg. Letters and books 
should be addressed to Dr. Arnold Euge, Die Philosophie der Qegenwart, 
Heidelberg, Burgweg 9. 

Assistant Professor G. F. Arps, who has been acting head of the 
department of psychology of the University of Illinois during Professor 
Colvin's sabbatical year, has accepted a position in the department of 
psychology at the Ohio State University. 

Mr. John Laird, formerly assistant in philosophy to Professor Taylor 
at St. Andrew's University, has been appointed to the chair of philosophy 
in Dalhousie University. 



